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"EXERCISE FOR HIGH SCHOOL UNIT ON 
CULTURAL TRANSFORMATION THEORY," 

by Robin D. Andrea 

Riane Eisler wrote about her Cultural Transformation Theory in 

a book entitled The Charlie and The Blade (1987). In this book, 

she describe tow possible worldviews, Dominator and 

Partnership, and the tension between them. 

Objective: Students will come to an understanding of Eisler s 

Cultural Transformation Theory and be able to express this 

verbally. 

Prior Knowledge: Students have demonstrated an 

understanding of the social contruction of belief and value 

systems. 

Opening Exercise: Discuss the implications, as a class, of the 

results of the following activity. 

Fill in the appropriate pronoun: 

"The judge asked the secretary to type some papers handed 

a stack or documents to asking that be especially careful 

in work." 

"The teacher gave an assignment to the class. explained 

that it would be due the next day." 
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"THE LANGUAGE OF PARTNERSHIP" 
from The Partnership Way, 
by Riane Eisler and David Loye 

In trying to shift from a dominator to a partnership way of thinking ad 
living, a major obstacle is our language. How can we think and live as 
partners if the words in our heads keep reinforcing dominator stereotypes? 
Words have a powerful effect on how we think and act The semantics of 
power relations are paricularly striking in the use of words that serve to 
define the relationship of women and men. In Englih, for example, the 
ostensibly generic use of words like mankind, man, and be to include both 
sexes unconsciously conditions both women and men to think in 
male-centered ways* effectively teaghing u that women are secondary or do 
not count 

Today, as the equal value and equal rights of all people are increasingly 
asserted, changes in language are also being recognized as important steps 
toward the creation of a just society. But thee changes are not easy to make. 
Because linguistic habits are established very early in life, it is difficult to 
break them. 

The following terms already in common usage are a few suggestions for 
those who want to break out of the prison of words that unconsciously force 
us to think of one half of humanity as less valuable than the other. 
Cominator Language Partnership Language 

mankind humanity/humankind 

man human 

he she or he/one/they 

chairman chairperon/chair 

congressman congressperson 

man hours work hours 

manpower work power, work force 

to man to Staff 

gentlemen ladies and gentlemen 

Dear Sir Dear Madam and Sir/Dear Sir or 

Madam/Dear Madam or Sir/Dear manager 
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emasculated 

effeminate 

statesman 

sissy 

brotherhood 
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weak/nonassertive 

decadent/weak 

dip lom at/kader/policy maker 

sensitive boy 

co mm unity/ kind ship/friend ship/unity/ 

patnership 
craftsman artisan/skilled worker 

spokeman speaker/spokesperson/representative 

common man average person 

TABLE A.l Key Words for the Dominator and Partnerhip 
Models 



fear 

win/lose 

power over 

male dominate 

sadomasochism 

control 

ranking 

one-sided benefit 

manipulation 

destruction 

hoarding 

codependency 

left-brained thinking 

negative conditioning 

train by punishment 

violence against others 

taking orders 

alienation 

nuclear arms race 

war 

secrecy 

indoctrination 

conquest of nature 

conformity 



trust 

win/win orientation 

power to and with 

gender partnership 

mutual pleasure 

nuture 

linking 

mutual benefit 

open communication 

actualization 

sharing 

interdependency 

whole-brain thinking 

posi* tive conditioning 

train by encouragement 

empathy with others 

working in teams 

integration 

international partnership 

peace 

openness/accountability 

participation 

respect for nature 

creativity 



SOURCE: The Partnership Way: News Tools for Living and Learning, by 
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www.csumb.edu/academic/graduate/education/partnership 

center for partnership studies p.o box 51936, pacific 
grove, ca 93950, usa 

center@partnershipway.olg 

831-626-3437 
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